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CANNON NEWS—Multiple award winner at both the State and National levels. 

Past State Commander and Post Quartermaster Rick Raskin along with Virginia NaƟonal Guard AssociaƟon  representaƟve Jay 
Martz aƩending the Virginia House of Delegates session on January 15.  

BILL ARIMONY, JLC CHAIR 
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Commander’s Message Auxiliary President 

 
I trust everyone had a safe and enjoyable 
holiday season. Just a reminder that there 
are two special days this month, Valen-
tine’s Day on February 14th and Presi-
dents’ Day on February 16, 2026.  

There are several events from the Auxilia-
ry that are on the agenda. On Valentine’s 
Day, members will be giving out Valentine 
cards to the Veterans at the Assisted Liv-
ing facilities. We look forward every year 
to giving the Veterans a little joy. 

The District 8 meeting will be February 7th at Culpeper Post 
2524. The Auxiliary meeting will start after the Voice of De-
mocracy, Patriot’s Pen and Teacher of the Year awardees are 
honored by the District.    

The Continuing Education Scholarship is for Auxiliary mem-
bers and their immediate families who are pursuing a college 
degree or a career direction at a vocational or technical school. 
The application information is on the National Auxiliary web-
site and MUST be submitted to VFW National Headquarters by 
February 15, 2026. 

The Art program provided by the Auxiliary is for all elemen-
tary, middle and high school students. The Illustrating America 
Art Contest for the elementary and middle schools 

 has three categories ranging from K-2, 3-5 and 6-8 for the stu-
dents. The application is online at https://vfwauxiliary.org/ un-
der Scholarship and then Illustrating America Art. The deadline 
is March 31, 2026.  

The Young American Creative Patriotic Art scholarship pro-
gram for the high school students (9-12) has two categories: 2- 
dimensional and 3-dimensional, and there are awards for both. 
The deadline is March 31, 2026. Application is online at 
https://vfwauxiliary.org/ under Scholarship and Patriotic Art. 
Please contact any Post or Auxiliary member to submit an en-
try. 

The Department is honored to have the National President’s 
Celebrating America's Freedom Event (CAFÉ) in our area 
this year. The 13th annual CAFÉ will be at the National Vi-
etnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C. on February 28, 
2026. National has decided that this will be the last CAFÉ.  

The National President’s official visit is scheduled for March in 
the DC area. More information will be in next month’s commu-
nication.  

In April, we will hold elections for the 2026-2027 year for both 
Auxiliary and District. Please consider taking a position. Thank 
you. 

Please note: As of January 1, 2026, the National Home Life 
Membership was increased to $100. If you require a Centennial 
Membership, that is no longer available. If you would like to 
become a member of the National Home, or you know of any-
one who needs assistance, please contact the Home at 800/313-

(See Auxiliary on page 3) 

Mary Corkhill 

Reality In Black 

No, the world is not about to end, and 
this is not the first rise of enemies with-
in. However, if we continue to elect 
poor leaders, the decline of our Repub-
lic is foreseen.  

Eighty-plus years ago, America’s men 
and women entered World War II 
(WWII). They not only demonstrated 
the country’s ability to defend itself but 

also proved themselves to be trustworthy friends and allies. 
The veterans of that era showed their mettle with sacrifice and 
courage for ideals they believed in. 

Emerging victorious from WWII, having vanquished the ene-
my, they formed alliances and assisted in the rebuilding of 
allied nations. At home, the country began to grow and formed 
coalitions. Our strongest to date is the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), which led the industrial revolution into 
the 20th century. I know it is taboo to be “woke,” but here of 
late, our friends have become the enemy and the enemy our 
friends. Conflict with our North Atlantic Partners will cause a 
collapse of America’s economy. We have managed to create 
an opening for adversaries to gain position and power through-
out the rest of the world, politically and economically. 

Most of us do not know or understand much about NATO’s 
Article 5 agreement (one for all and all for one). Hopefully, 
intelligent heads will prevail, and we never will engage in hos-
tility with each other. However, the erosion of our 80-year-old 
alliance has created a seed of distrust. America’s ability to 
relieve our allies' skepticism of future cooperation will be long 
and guarded. Greenland is a flex that can go horribly wrong.  

On the domestic front, I see close parallels to Hitler’s Brown 
Shirts and America’s bottom feeders (ICE). A gas chamber 
would be too impersonal; we need to see misery inflicted up 
close. No one opposes the humane deportation of undocu-
mented immigrants. ICE and its practice and process are not 
it! The economy is in turmoil due to the inept decision-making 
of its leaders. Our wounds are self-inflicted, yet we continue to 
twist the knife. As your spendable income shrinks, our Presi-
dent’s income increases by 1-2 billion dollars while in the 
White House. Throughout my years of employment, I have 
never seen or had a boss who would accept garbage being 
voiced as plausible ideas or solutions. The dumbing of Ameri-
ca leaves our children and grandchildren unable to use com-
mon-sense reasoning. We have allowed personalities, greed, 
and a false sense of supremacy to cloud not only judgment but 
also to create a false narrative/justification for our poor deci-
sions and actions. 

Last year was a whirlpool of idiocy. Black History was or-
dered to be abolished. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 
and Black accomplishments were ordered removed from all 
relevant government documentation and archives. Veterans' 

(See Commander on page 3) 

Wayne Moore 
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Youth Committee 
We would like to begin by thanking 
everyone who continues to support 
and participate in our youth programs. 
These initiatives play an important 
role in encouraging leadership, patriot-
ism, creativity, and community service 
among our young people. The most 
recent Youth Committee meeting was 
held on Thursday, January 15, and was 
attended by Tina Bliem, Alex Bliem, 
Mary Corkhill, and myself. Several 
important updates and upcoming op-

portunities were discussed. 

As we move into the next few months, several youth com-
petitions are quickly approaching, and we encourage all 
eligible students and participants to consider applying.  

The VFW Cadet of the Year Award recognizes outstanding 
cadets who exemplify leadership, patriotism, and academic 
excellence. The submission deadline for this award is Feb-
ruary 13.  

The VFW Scout of the Year Award honors Scouts who 
demonstrate exceptional citizenship, community service, 
and leadership within their troop, with entries due by 
March 1.  

In addition, students with an interest in art are encouraged 
to participate in the Illustrating America Contest, the Young 
American Creative Patriotic Art Contest, and the Three-
Dimensional Patriotic Art Contest. These contests allow 
students to creatively express their patriotism through art-
work, and all three have a submission deadline of March 
31. 

Our local Scouts continue to be active in service to the 
community. Scout Troop 1372 participated in a wreath col-
lection at Rose Hill Cemetery on January 18 where they 
collected a total of 30 wreaths. In addition, the troop 
worked alongside the Manassas Park Honor Society to cre-
ate Christmas gift bags for 10 different nursing homes, 
spreading holiday cheer to residents. The Cub Scouts also 
contributed by making cards of their own.  

Scout Troop 1372 had a ski trip January 23–26, which was 
both a fun and rewarding experience. 

We currently have several Scouts who are seeking Eagle 
Scout project ideas. We welcome suggestions for projects 
that could benefit the Post, such as facility improvements, 
grounds beautification, organizational projects, or other 
meaningful enhancements. These projects not only help our 
Post but also provide Scouts with valuable leadership expe-
rience. 

There were no requests submitted this month for funding 
assistance from the Paul Chase Youth Fund. 

In closing, we thank everyone for their continued dedica-
tion to our youth programs and community partnerships. 
We also warmly invite members to join the Youth Com-
mittee and take an active role in supporting our local 
youth. Helping guide and encourage young people through 
these programs is both meaningful and rewarding, and your 
involvement truly makes a difference.  

The next Youth Committee meeting will be held on Feb-
ruary 19 at 7:00 p.m. at the Post. We encourage anyone 
interested to attend, get involved, and experience the sense 
of fulfillment that comes from helping our youth succeed. 

With best regards,  
Lou Filippone 
Post 7589 Youth Committee Chairman 

Lou Filippone 
Youth CommiƩee Chair 

benefits were attacked and reduced.  

Oversight and regulation of food, water, health, and employment 
were corrupted, and the public was overloaded with misinfor-
mation and disinformation on national matters. All this while 
telling you that the emptiness in your pocketbook and the hunger 
pain in your stomach is meant for someone else. I am saddened, 
reflecting on WWII veterans, as well as all those who sacrificed 
in the belief and promise of the Constitution. The present-day 
degradation of the country will require men of moral conviction 
and commitment to demand accountability from all usurpers.  

History is often forgotten but seldom escapable through igno-
rance.  

(Commander continued from page 2) 
 

4200 or their website info@vfwnationalhome.org. 

As always, please keep individuals who are ill, hospitalized or 
have gone to their heavenly home in your prayers. May God 
Bless you!! 

Respectfully,  

Mary Corkhill  

(Auxiliary Continued from page 2) 
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January has been a somewhat slow month 
coming off of an extremely busy holiday 
season with a lot of community service 
and fun times for all the scouts. 
 
A handful of scouts and leaders/parents 
went out to Rose Hill and collected the 
wreaths that were put down during 
Wreaths Across America in December.  
The wreaths always have to be collected  
within a month or so of being placed as 
they start to lose needles and turn brown.  

Because of all the wind we had gotten, we also spent some time 
helping pick up the cemetery. 
 
Our troop had a Court of Honor where a handful of ranks were 
awarded.  Also awarded were various merit badges that certain 
scouts had completed since the previous Court of Honor.  The 
scouts are also actively working on various merit badges, some 
of which are being taught by the troop’s adult leadership. 
 
During the cold winter season our troop is also looking ahead 
and planning multiple camping, biking, and ski trips as well as 
summer camp, etc.  They are also planning on doing another 
mulch fundraiser this spring.  This requires a ton of planning 
and preparation all around.  After many meetings they are close 
to finalizing everything and getting the word out. 
 
Our younger cubs are gearing up for their yearly Pinewood 
Derby race in February.  For those not aware, from the cub 
scouts perspective at least, the Pinewood Derby is pretty much 
the pinnacle of the entire scouting year.  This is a great bonding 
experience with the cubs and their parents with planning and 
building their cars.  Our Pack has always had a separate race 
for the scouts then a race for siblings, parents, family members 
etc.  They also hand out awards for fastest car, slowest car, 
most unique, etc.  This helps to push the envelope in car design 
and gets them excited about the build.  Next month we will 
hopefully have some good pictures of this event. 
 
Be safe, 
 
Alex & Tina Bliem 
VFW Post 7589 
Pack, Troop, Crew 1372 

Alex & Tina Bliem 
Post 7589 Scouting 

Representatives 

Scouting Report 

HOW TO SURVIVE THE BLIZZARD OF ‘26 
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The Hidden Threat to Virginia Veterans: The Rise of Unaccredited “Claim Shark” 
Companies 
 
Doug Hoffman—State Commander 
 
Virginia’s veterans have long relied on accredited Veterans Service Organizations (VSOs) to assist them in navigating the complex 
landscape of VA claims and benefits. These organizations, staffed by trained, accredited representatives, provide their services at no 
cost to the veteran. Their mission is rooted in advocacy, accuracy, and protection of veterans’ rights. 
 
However, recent legislation, SB315(Senator Graves, Ebbins and Craig are patrons of the Bill) in the Commonwealth has raised seri-
ous concerns among veteran advocates, service organizations, and community leaders. The bill in question opens the door for unac-
credited, for‑profit companies, often referred to as claim sharks, to operate more freely in Virginia. These companies charge veterans 
substantial fees to access services that are otherwise free and federally protected. 

Unaccredited Actors Undermine Federal Protections. Federal law explicitly limits who may legally assist veterans with filing, pre-
paring, or managing VA claims. Accreditation exists to ensure veterans receive qualified, ethical, and regulated representation. 
Unaccredited entities bypass these safeguards, creating a system where veterans may unknowingly entrust their benefits to individu-
als or companies without oversight, accountability, or standards of care. 
 
Veterans Could Lose $7,500–$20,000 in Earned Benefits. VSOs provide representation at no cost. Claim sharks, by contrast, typical-
ly charge a percentage of a veteran’s past‑due benefits, often amounting to $7,500 to $20,000, money that rightfully belongs to the 
veteran. These fees can cause severe financial strain, especially for veterans with disabilities or those on fixed incomes. 
Misrepresentation Risks Are High. VSOs undergo rigorous training and are held to strict federal standards. Where in contrast 
for‑profit entities: Are not accredited, are not recognized by the VA, often use misleading marketing and frequently provide inaccu-
rate or incomplete claims guidance. 
 
Virginia is home to one of the largest concentrations of veterans in the country, including tens of thousands in the Hampton Roads 
region. Any legislation that eases access for unregulated companies poses a disproportionate risk to a population that already faces 
unique bureaucratic and health‑related challenges. 
 
Local VSOs fear that the bill inadvertently legitimizes companies that exploit veterans financially, provide substandard guidance, 
and erode the integrity of the accredited claims process. Veteran leaders have voiced concern that many service members may not 
realize they are paying for something they can receive, legally and correctly, for free. 
 
Virginia’s veterans deserve legislation that strengthens, not weakens, the systems in place to safeguard their benefits. Policymakers, 
veterans, and community organizations should work together to: promote accredited VSOs and educate veterans about free re-
sources, combat deceptive practices by for‑profit claims companies, ensure state laws do not contradict federal veteran protections, 
and advocate for strict standards to prevent exploitation. 
 
Protecting veterans means ensuring they are not financially preyed upon while seeking the benefits they earned through service to 
our country. 
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The following arƟcle appeared in the Roanoke Times. 
 

Commentary: Virginia should enforce its 
gaming laws before expanding wagering 
Brooke Archambeau, Jan 25, 2026 

Perhaps the most important words spoken in the days after the 
2025 election came from two of Virginia’s most senior leaders: 
Del. Don Scott, the Speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates, 
and Governor ... Abigail Spanberger. 

The morning after his party swept all three statewide offices and 
expanded its majority in the House of Delegates, Scott celebrated 
the historic victory — but he also issued a warning. “The word of 
the day now is ‘restraint,’” Scott said. “We can’t overreach. We 
have to be wise with the gift that the voters have given us, to gov-
ern.” 

On Dec. 18, Spanberger called on all Virginians “to come togeth-
er for a stronger, safer and importantly, more affordable Virgin-
ia.”. 

All Virginians should hope the General Assembly heard those 
comments as lawmakers returned to Richmond this month. 

I am a member of one of Virginia’s largest volunteer-led charita-
ble service organizations, the Virginia Moose Association. Vir-
ginia has 78 Moose Lodges with 62,000 members in every region 
of the commonwealth. 

Decades ago, the Virginia General Assembly authorized charita-
ble gaming to help nonprofits raise resources to fund critical pro-
grams. Churches, veterans’ organizations, volunteer fire and res-
cue squads, fraternal service organizations, and many other chari-
ties use regulated gaming to raise critical resources. 

Many Virginia Moose lodges use charitable gaming laws to sup-
port their mission ofhelping children and seniors as well as to 
benefit their local communities. 

Proceeds from our regulated charitable gaming have helped fund 
cancer research, children’s hospitals, veterans’ organizations, 
local law enforcement, volunteer fire departments, local youth 
sports teams, and other vital programs that serve Virginians in 

need. Like other charitable and nonprofit organizations engaged 
in charitable gaming, Moose Lodges operate under strict state 
regulation and oversight. 

I hope legislators will apply the principle of restraint to the rapid 
expansion of gambling. Virginia needs to get its regulatory house 
in order before authorizing any new forms of gambling. 

Over the past decade, the commonwealth has seen an expansion 
of both legal, regulated gaming authorized by the General As-
sembly and illegal, unregulated and unauthorized gambling. 

While many companies and organizations engaged in authorized 
forms of gambling have followed the law and complied with ex-
tensive regulation, so-called “skill” slot machine companies have 
continued operating in convenience stores and gas stations 
throughout Virginia, despite current law prohibiting the use of 
“skill” slot machines. These “skill” slot operators often attempt to 
exploit gray areas in the law, complicating enforcement efforts. 

Media reports about a 2022 study from Virginia’s nonpartisan 
Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) noted 
that commonwealth’s attorneys in several Virginia localities re-
ported increases in crimes such as assault and robbery at estab-
lishments with gray machines.  

“Skill” slot machines provide no charitable benefit and have no 
accountability to the citizens. The odds of winning on a skill slot 
machine are unknown and probably stacked against the player. 
We don’t know because they operate without any regulation. 

Rather than legalizing another form of gambling, especially one 
that has knowingly outside Virginia law, the General Assembly 
should focus on enforcing the existing state ban and ensuring 
accountability. 

Despite the availability of many forms of legal gambling now 
available in Virginia, this session lawmakers may consider anoth-
er significant expansion: iGaming. This dangerous form of gam-
bling would allow casino-style gambling on cellphones, iPads 
and home computers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Some companies that promote iGaming are giving pie-in-the-sky 
estimates of new revenue without any mention of the huge risks. 

iGaming raises serious concerns because it would significantly 
increase the risk of both underage gambling and problem gam-
bling by adults while siphoning revenue away from regulated 
charitable gaming that directly benefits Virginia communities. 

iGaming also raises serious questions about policy coherence. 
Just a few years ago, the General Assembly authorized five casi-
no projects, which prompted hundreds of millions of dollars in 
public and private investment in Virginia. Allowing unrestricted 
casino-style gambling on cellphones would undercut those in-
vestments and destabilize an already crowded gaming landscape. 

Legalizing unregulated “skill” slot machines or mobile iGaming 
now would run counter to both the affordability agenda Gover-
nor ... Abigail Spanberger emphasized throughout her campaign 
and Speaker Scott’s call for restraint. 

Before approving any new forms of gaming, Virginia should get 
its own house in order and effectively enforce the gaming laws 
currently on the books. 

Virginia’s families—and its charitable institutions—deserve 
nothing less. 

A recent court decision has reopened the enforcement of a skill game ban. 

DAVID HUNGATE, The Roanoke Times 
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JLC Report 

VFW presence adds addiƟonal clout to our presence at the Capitol 
On January 15 the VFW Department of Virginia was at the Richmond Capitol for the VFW/JLC Day on the Hill.  The VFW delega-
tion was led by Department Commander Doug Hoffman, along with a delegation of Posts and Auxiliary members representing Posts 
3160, 4809, 392, 1503, 7589, 9808, 2239, 637, 10657, 8947 and 2582.  

We joined the JLC and separated into different groups to meet senators and delegates. Issues included our fight against Claim 
Sharks, continued VMSDEP funding, Charitable Gaming and tax relief.  

Thank you VFW's JLC representatives Rick Raskin and Joanne Smith for coordinating the event and a Big Shout Out to Post 9808 
for providing transportation. The VFW HAT was significantly visible in Richmond.  
 
Very respectfully, 
Ron Riffle 
State Legislative Chair 

 
 

Following our successful Day on the Hill the team gathered at Post 9808 
in Mechanicsville. 

District 2 Adjutant Ronnie Steele, State Commander Doug Hoffman and 
Auxiliary Chaplain Cara Buckley with Delegate Brianna Sewell 

Rick Raskin was able to meet with Prince William County Delegate Eliza-
beth Guzman who  took the Ɵme even though she was in a rush to aƩend 
a meeƟng. 

Ron Riffle, Past Post 4809 Auxiliary President Josie Riffle, Department 
Auxiliary Guard Beƫna Lane and Post 9808 Auxiliary President Gayle 
Meadows with Delegate Karen Carnegie  
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At the JLC.VFW Day on the Hill we were able 
to visit the following legislators: 
 
Senators (10): 
 
L. Louise Lucas  senatorlucas@senate.virginia.gov 
 
Bill DeSteph senatordesteph@senate.virginia.gov 
 
Lashrecse D. Aird senatoraird@senate.virginia.gov 

Lamont Bagby  senatorbagby@senate.virginia.gov 

Christie New Craig  senatorcraig@senate.virginia.gov 

Barbara A. Favola  senatorfavola@senate.virginia.gov 

Ryan T. McDougle senatormcdougle@senate.virginia.gov 

Danica A. Roem  senatorroem@senate.virginia.gov 

Scott A. Surovell  senatorsurovell@senate.virginia.gov 

Angelia WilliamsGraves   
senatorwilliamsgraves@senate.virginia.gov 

 
Delegates (21): 
 
Casey Carnegie  DelKCarnegie@house.virginia.gov 

Nadarius Clark   DelNClark@house.virginia.gov 

Michael Feggans  DelMFeggans@house.virginia.gov 

Jackie Glass  DelJGlass@house.virginia.gov 

Elizabeth Guzman  DelEGuzman@house.virginia.gov 

Dan Helmer  DelDHelmer@house.virginia.gov 

Rozia Henson  DelRHenson@house.virginia.gov 

Amy Laufer   DelALaufer@house.virginia.gov 

Alfonso Lopez   DelALopez@house.virginia.gov 

Michelle Maldonado  DelMMaldonado@house.virginia.gov 

Fernando Martinez  DelMMartinez@house.virginia.gov 

Leslie Mehta  DelLMehta@house.virginia.gov 

David Reid   DelDReid@house.virginia.gov 

Don Scott  DelDScott@house.virginia.gov 

Atoosa Reaser  DelAReaser@house.virginia.gov 

Brianna Sewell   DelBSewell@house.virginia.gov 

JJ Singh   DelJSingh@house.virginia.gov 

Virgil Thornton  DelVThornton@house.virginia.gov 

Luke Torian  DelLTorian@house.virginia.gov 

Wren Williams  DelWWilliams@house.virginia.gov 

Scott Wyatt  DelSWyatt@house.virginia.gov 

The JLC Team with Delegate Lopez 

Ronie Steele, Doug Hoffman and Cara Buckley met with Senator Aird’s (District 
13) team.  

AddiƟonal pictures: 
hƩps://vfwva.smugmug.com/2026/VFW-in-Richmond-Capital-2026-01 



 

CANNON NEWS      February 2026       Page 9 

VFW Dept of Virginia Legislative 
Committee Report 
 
SubmiƩed by: Ron Riffle 757-309-0409 
 
Wednesday, January 20, 2026 
 
Ron Riffle and Shawn White (Post 4809)  
 
0800 Attended General Assembly Military and Veterans Caucus 
meeting  

· Caucus led by Senator Bryce Reeves 

· Presentation by VA National Guard MG Ring  

· Discussed manning level of VA Guard 

· Deployments since 2023 

· Warned of the potential loss of funding due to political deci-
sions occurring with the new administration. He estimated 
that 95% of funding is tied to Federal Govt equipment, de-
ployment dollars, and other Federal support. He does not 
want to see the VA Guard politicized by decisions in Rich-
mond. 

· Following his brief I thanked him on behalf of the VFW and 
encouraged the MG to engage with the VFW for support of 
VA Guard and families. He provided his card. Will follow 
up. 

 
Spoke with Senator Feggans from District 97 (Va Beach) 
 
0930-1100 

· Spoke with Senator Lucas District 18 (Portsmouth) Legisla-
tive Assistant Nyla Richardson focused on 4 Priorities and 
emphasized Claim Shark SB-315 and our opposition. Also 
spoke about potential Town Hall at 4809 late Spring. 

· Spoke with Delegate Ward District 87 Legislative Assistant 
Ben Kopit focused on 4 Priorities and emphasized Claim 
Shark SB-315 and our opposition. Also spoke about potential 
Town Hall at 4809 late Spring. 

· Spoke with Delegate Glass District 93 Norfolk 4 Priorities 
and emphasized Claim Sharks SB-315 and our opposition. 
Also spoke about potential Town Hall at 4809 late Spring. 

· Spoke with Delegate Clark District 84 about HB398 and the 
need to oppose. 

· Spoke with Delegate Thornton District 86 for a few 
minutes.   

· Met with Dara Hechter from Virginia Department of Veteran 
Services to discuss the need to have additional testimonies in 
upcoming subcommittee meeting for SB315 

 
Staffer from Delegate Laufer District 55 provided handouts for 
the members of the subcommittee regarding HB1268 and a one 
page summary of supporters of HB1268. This bill would remove 
compensation to Claim Sharks.(Chief Patron Delegate Laufer)    

 
Senate General Laws and Technology Subcommittee 
Membership: Ebbin (Chair), Locke, Reeves, McPike, Pillion, 
Rouse, Head, Jordan, Aird, VanValkenburg, Roem, Carroll Foy, 
French, Craig, Williams Graves 
 
Wednesday, Senate Room B, General Assembly Bldg. - 30 
minutes after adjournment 
 
SB315 Safeguarding American Veteran Empowerment Act; cre-
ated, prohibited practices, penalties.  Vote Yes 11 No 2 Ab 2 
Yes- Rouse, Craig, Carroll Foy, Ebbin, French, Reeves, McPike, 
Pillion, Head, VanValkenburg, William-Graves.  
No- Roem, Jordan 
Ab- Aird, Locke 
 
Bill presentation video: 2:00:00-2:18:00 
Senate of Virginia: General Laws and Technology on 2026-01-21 
[Finished] 
 
Following the subcommittee meeting we were requested to Dele-
gates Laufer’s office for a strategy session. Upon arrival the Vet-
eran Guardians William Taylor and other supports of SB315 
were there to talk to Delegate Laufer. We were asked to stand by 
for 15 minutes or until they left.  
 
While we waited we had an opportunity to meet with Delegate 
Helmer District focused discussion on HB398 and why Claim 
Sharks are not good for veterans and their families. He stated he 
is aware of Laufer’s Bill and supports it. 
 
The meeting was attended by Delegate Laufer, Staffer Abigail, 
Staffer Crissy, Ron Riffle (4809), Shawn White (4809), and State 
Commander Doug Hoffman (by phone.) The Delegate provided    
Staffer Crissy to assist us in printing copies of HB398, HB1268, 
and one pager of supporters to use on Thursday as we speak with 
senators and delegates. Meeting ended at 5:45pm. 
 
As we walked out we had an opportunity to talk with Delegate 
Lopez District 3. He invited us into his office and he spoke about 
his grandfather’s service as a pilot during WWII. It was a very 
positive interaction. He stated he appreciates our efforts and en-
couraged us to keep telling the truth.  
 
Research about Veteran Guardians and other Claim Sharks: 
 
Circling the alleged ‘claims sharks': Veterans' lawsuit accus-
es disability claims consultant of breaking federal law 
 
Veterans’ lawsuit alleges disability claims consultant broke law – 
NBC Boston 
 
Class Action Lawsuit in North Carolina 
 
Ford v. Veterans Guardian VA Claim Consulting, LLC - 1:23-cv-
00756 

(Continued on page 10) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-zW7wOg2cc
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/national-international/circling-the-alleged-claims-sharks-veterans-lawsuit-accuses-disability-claims-consultant-of-breaking-federal-law/3139723/
https://www.classaction.org/media/ford-v-veterans-guardian-va-claim-consulting-llc.pdf
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State Commander’s Message 
 
Comrades, 

It was wonderful seeing so many of you at 
our Mid-Winter Council meeting. I hope 
you found it both enjoyable and education-
al. A special thank-you goes to our Nation-
al Commander-in-Chief, Carol Whitmore, 
for joining us as our National Representa-
tive. She had nothing but praise for our 
members and our Auxiliary, and I couldn’t 
be more proud. 

As always, your feedback is important. 
Please feel free to share any thoughts or 

suggestions so we can continue improving and make our future 
Council Meetings and Conventions even better. 

Legislative Focus 

The next few months will be heavily focused on legislation. 
Here in Virginia, the General Assembly is in session, and once 
again we are working hard to combat claim sharks. I will be 
sending periodic emails requesting assistance at the state level. 
Please watch for those messages and lend your support whenev-
er possible. 

On the National front, our annual Washington, D.C. Confer-
ence will take place from March 1st through 5th. During that 
time, we will meet with our Senators and Representatives to 
advocate for veterans’ issues. Commander- in-Chief Whitmore 
will also testify before Congress, and I am confident it will be 
an outstanding presentation on behalf of all veterans. If you 
have the chance to attend, even for a single day, I strongly 
encourage you to do so. 

Membership Outreach 

Now is the time to reach out to members whose dues expired 
at the end of the year. Please pick up the phone and remind 
them that their voice matters, both in our local efforts and on 
the national legislative stage. Encourage them to renew their 
membership and stay engaged in our mission. 

Thank you once again for all the support you have shown so far 
this year. I am looking forward to finishing the year strong and 
ending it with a bang! 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Douglas Hoffman 
State Commander 
 

Doug Hoffman 
State Commander 
VFW Dept of Virginia  

 
This Company is Spending Millions to Profit Off Veterans’ 
Benefits. Why Won’t Lawmakers Stop It? 
 
For-profit firm spends millions to maintain stake in VA benefits 
claims 

VA told companies they may be breaking law. Most are still 
in business 
VA told companies they may be breaking law. Most are still in 
business 

Thursday, January 22, 2026 
 
Ron Riffle (4809), Shan White (4809), and Joanne Smith (9808)  

· Met with the following Senators (or Chief of Staff) that vot-
ed to pass SB315: 

· Senator Craig (District 19) (Chief of Staff) 

· Senator Williams-Graves (21)  (Chief of Staff is an Air 
Force Vet) 

· Senator Carroll Foy (District 33) (Chief of Staff is an Army 
Wife) 

· Conversations focused on the impact of Claim Sharks on 
veterans benefits (actual costs), understand the impact of 1 
month of benefits increase time five, lawsuits against Veter-
an Guardian, availability of myself and Department Com-
mander to further discuss position. 

· Met with the following that vote no on SB315 to thank 
them: 

· Senator Roem (District 30) 

· Senator Jordan (District 17) 
 

We attempted to meet with Senator VanValkenburg (District 16) 
Joanne is a constituent and the Staffer basically said there is no 
reason to discuss SB315 because the Senator voted for it last 
year and voted for it yesterday. There was nothing going to shift 
his position. The staffer did offer an opportunity for a future ap-
pointment to Joanne to attempt to placate her. 

Very Respectfully, 
Ron Riffle 
State Legislative Chair 
 

(Continued from page 9) 

https://thewarhorse.org/va-benefits-claims-lobbying-congress/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2025/12/02/va-told-companies-they-may-be-breaking-law-most-are-still-in-business/
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Sport Clips Haircuts Celebrates $1.22M Raised for Veterans’ Scholarships & 
Thousands of Free Haircuts Given During its 2025 Help A Hero Campaign  
Donations to the VFW Foundation now exceed $16M supporting veterans’ education toward civilian careers 
 
SAN DIEGO (Jan. 12, 2026) - Sport Clips Haircuts today announced 
its 2025 Help A Hero Scholarship Campaign raised $1.22 million in 
support of military service members and veterans pursuing higher edu-
cation. In addition, Sport Clips locations across the U.S. provided thou-
sands of free haircuts to active-duty service members and veterans on 
Veterans Day, a gesture of gratitude for those who serve. 
 
To mark the announcement, a check presentation was held today at 
VFW Post 1774 in La Mesa, where members of the local Sport Clips 
team provided haircuts for current military members and veterans in the 
greater-San Diego area. At the event, it was announced that since the 
scholarship program’s founding in 2013, Sport Clips, along with its 
clients, team members and product partners, has contributed more than 
$16 million to the program administered by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW), making it the nation’s largest scholarship effort of its 
kind. The funds provide vital education and career training opportunities for service members transitioning from military to civilian 
life. 
 
“We are incredibly grateful to our clients, product partners, franchisees, and dedicated stylists whose generosity and commitment 
made this year’s campaign another success,” said Gordon Logan, founder and chairman of Sport Clips and a U.S. Air Force veteran. 
“Their support is making a real impact through funds raised for scholarships and thousands of free haircuts that help honor the men 
and women who serve our country.” 
 
"This incredible donation raised by Sport Clips is a life-changing investment in the future of our transitioning service members,” said 
Carol Whitmore, VFW national commander. “For many veterans, the path to a successful civilian career is blocked by education 
benefits that run dry before the finish line. This program ensures that the financial hurdle of a degree doesn't stand in the way of their 
dreams. Together, we are doing more than just paying for classes; we are honoring the service of these men and women by empow-
ering them to lead in the workforce. On behalf of the VFW, I want to thank Sport Clips’ team, partners and their dedicated clients for 
their unwavering support and for proving, once again, that they truly understand what it means to support those who serve." 
 
Transitioning from military service into civilian employment can be challenging. Every year approximately 200,000 service mem-
bers make this transition and often seek additional education or training to secure meaningful post-military careers. Yet many find 
that existing benefits, such as the GI Bill, don’t fully cover the financial needs associated with higher education or career training, 
driving the demand for supplemental scholarship support like that provided by Sport Clips’ Help A Hero campaign. 
 
To date, Help A Hero has provided 3,546 total scholarships. The total includes 163 recipients for the upcoming spring 2026 semes-
ter. See the full list of spring 2026 recipients here. To apply for a fall 2026 scholarship before the April 30 deadline or to find out 
more, visit SportClips.com/HERO.  
 

—VFW— 

https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Media-and-Events/Articles/2026/2026SpringHAHScholarshipRecipients.pdf
https://sportclips.com/HERO
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2026 Membership Goals 
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FREE Mobile transport for a disabled Veteran. 
(Family member in need, donation appreciated.)   

 
Three (3) different ones!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Brand New in the box  
XO-202-TB power chair 

power stand up w/table  
(value $10K- $12K)   

Pride Go-Go Elite Traveler 
Plus  

3-Wheel Scooter 
18 AH BaƩery 

300 Lbs. Weight Capacity 
(value $1400) Contact Wayne Moore 

571-285-7904 
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Legacy Life membership 
 
This prestigious program is available to all Life members and is 
now available in memoriam for past Life members. There are three 
levels of membership; each offer their own package of exclusive 
member benefits. Financial contributions to the Legacy Life mem-
ber program are tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed by 
law. 

Bring it to the Post and we’ll take it to  
TECH  FOR TROOPS. 
 

Sorry, we cannot take CRT monitors or Printers. 
 

What T4T needs the most are laptops, desktop computers, 
tablets, and cell phones.   
 

These devices go to in-need Veterans aŌer data destrucƟon. 
  

T4T guarantees Data DestrucƟon for all devices that could contain data. 

Don’t throw away your old laptop or computer. 

Post 7589 Service Officer 
 

MonƟ Zimmerman 
 

703-223-2211 
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Virginia Department 
of 

 Veterans Services 
 

Manassas Office 
 

9300 W. Courthouse Rd. 
Suite 305 

703-479-7437  
 

Monday – Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.   

Appointments only 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. & 1 – 3 p.m.   

Closed for lunch daily from 12 - 1 p.m.   

 

CLOSED on the last business day of the month. 

hƩps://www.dvs.virginia.gov/dvs/locaƟons/manassas-

benefits-office 

30 Games Including: 
 

$750 Jackpot 
(Starts with 51 numbers) 

Lucky 7 Progressive 
 

90:10 Jackpot 
(Prize = 90% of sales) 

 

Pull Tabs & Hard Cards 

$15.00 Bingo Book 
(includes Early Birds) 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

DOORS OPEN 7:30 AM 
 

GAMES START AT 9:15 AM 

SPECIAL 
BUY 2 BOOKS 

GET A 1/2 BOOK FREE 

DD-214 Available online 
 

The NaƟonal Personal Records Center (NPRC)  
has provided the following website  

for veterans to request access to  
their DD-214 online 

 
hƩp://vetrecs.archives.gov 

 
AddiƟonal records 

 
hƩps://www.archives.gov/veterans 
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Upcoming Events 

February 4 Post Meeting — 7:30 PM 

February 7 District 8 meeting — Post 2524, Culpeper — 10:00 AM 

February 9 Auxiliary meeting — 2:00 PM 

February 13 Cadet of the Year submission deadline 

 

March 1 Deadline for Scout of the Year entries 

March 4 Post meeting — 7:30 PM 

March 9 Auxiliary meeting — 2:00 PM 

March 31 Deadlines for the Illustrating America, the Young American Creative Patriotic Art contest,  
and the Three-Dimensional Patriotic Art contest 

February 19 Youth Committee — 7:00 PM 

February 28 Auxiliary Café — National Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

2025-26 Post Officers 
Commander Wayne Moore 

Senior Vice Commander  Lou Filippone 

Junior Vice Commander Ron Link 

Quartermaster Rick Raskin 

Chaplain Monti Zimmerman 

1 Year Trustee Dion Amos 

2 Year Trustee Lamar Baker  

3 Year Trustee Tina Bliem 

Adjutant Ron Link 

Service Officer Monti Zimmerman 

Judge Advocate Sirianoac Thepsoumane 

Surgeon Alex Bliem 

 President  Mary Corkhill 

 Senior Vice President Ellie Smith 

 Junior Vice President Cookie Cullen 

 Secretary Lorrie Allen Smith 

 Treasurer Elanor Doczi 

 Chaplain Janet Raskin 

 Conductor Rosa Maggio 

 Guard Patsy Gough 

 Trustee 1 Jan Germain 

 Trustee 2 Janet Raskin 

 Trustee 3 Yvonne Sullivan 

 Historians 
Jan Germain 
Patsy Gough 
Yvonne Sullivan 

 Patriotic Instructor Lorrie Allen Smith 

2025-26 Auxiliary Officers 
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CANNON NEWS 
The official publicaƟon of Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. 

Francis Cannon Post 7589 
P.O. Box 10206 

Manassas, VA 20108-0668 
 

NoƟce of publicaƟon is emailed to Post and Auxiliary members with email addresses on file. 
 Cannon News is available on our website  www.vfw7589.org 

 
Editor: Rick Raskin 

Copy Editor: Janet Raskin 
 

Please email arƟcles to quartermaster@vfw7589.org  no later than the 27th of the month. 
We reserve the right to edit submiƩed arƟcles for Ɵmeliness, clarity and syntax. 

VIRGINIA SENATORS 

Mark Warner  202-224-2023 

Tim Kaine  202-224-4024 

Rob WiƩman 1st District 202-225-4261 

Jennifer Kiggans 2nd District 202-225-4215 

Bobby ScoƩ 3rd District 202-225-8351 

Jennifer  McClellan 4th District 202-225-6365 

John McGuire 5th District 202-225-4711 

Ben Cline 6th District 202-225-5431 

Eugene Vindman 7th District 202-225-2815 

Don Beyer 8th District 202-225-4376 

Morgan Griffith 9th District 202-225-3861 

Suhas Subramanyam 10th District 202-225-5136 

James Walkinshaw  11th District 202-225-1492 

VIRGINIA REPRESENTATIVES 

UNITED STATES CONGRESS VIRGINIA LEGISLATORS 
 
hƩps://lis.virginia.gov/session-details/20261/member-
informaƟon 


